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I Reeuslrc Acr No.
AN }.CT PROVIDING FOR CO
RECOVERY INTERVENTI
MECHAMSMSTO
BOLSTER THE RESILIEN
ECONOMY. PROVIDING
OTHER PURPOSES
Be

I

it enacted

b1 the Senate and
Philippines in Congress assem

t

I9 RESPONSE AND
S AND PROVIDING
THFJ RECOVERY AND
OF THE PHILiPPINE
THEREFOR. AND FOR
-

Representatiues of the

SECTION l. Short Title. - This
shall be known and
cited as "Bayanihan to Recover As ne Act".

SEc. 2, Srdre of Natinnol E
Proclamation No. 922, s.2020, was
of public health emergency
the Coroea \1!'US Disease 2019 CO
N o. I I 1169 ol' the "Bayanihan to He al
<ieclaring a state of na tional

Presidential
d declaring a state
the Phi-lippines due to
19). Thus, Republic Act

One Act" was enacted
over the entire country

3

2

--l

disease. However, the n8e
confrrmed cases of CO\IID-19, and the serious threat to

)-ife-threateuing concerna by ensuring budgetary support for

health, safety,

(e) Mitigate the economic cost aod Iosses stemming from
the COMD-I9 pandemic;

to control the spread of the

health care;

securiff, and lives of our coultrymen
The severe dis ruption to livelihood and a1l other p
activity were reflected irr the country's economic con
duri-ng th e first senester of 2020. In view of u-nabated sprearl
of tht COVID-1g virus and the ensuiag economic disruption
therefrom, the existence of a conti.nuing national emergeucy
is hereby affrrmed in this Act.
SEc. 3. Declardtinn of Policl. - It is hereby declared the
policy of the Stat€ to promot€ a just and dynemis social 6t6..
ihat *iJl ens*" the prosperity and independence of the natiou
and hee the people from poverty, particularly in the aftermath

(f) Restore public trust and

I

(d) Enhance the capacitv of the Phrhppine I"'!'h-5
dl*''* outbrea-ks- a'nd
svstem to eli-mrnate, o.""u.tt'
or
"i-oo"i
o'"".a?ri."l"a;il;;r,; the effects of other health

-inclusivity,

and collective growth through liscal

(i) Promote and Protect the collective interests of all
Filipinos in thcse challenging times;

(a) Reduce tbe adverse impact of COVII-l9 on. i'he
socroeconomic well-beilg of a-ll Filipilos through t'he pruvision
of assistarce, subsidies, and otler forms of eocioeconomic relief

trea-t
dsease
the
of
COI'IO-tg cases to mitigate the transmission
and prevent further loss of lives;

economic

(h) Accommodate a-lternative modes of transportation,
including a network of bicycle lanes in all roads in every city,
municipality, and province for the people who may opt to- use
the bicycle as an alternative mode of tmnsportation to ad&ess
health, environment, and trafEc concerns;

impact of the CO\rlD-19 pandemic to the Philippiae eoonomy
ani society, the State sha-ll likewise establish mechardams to
achieve the following objectives:

(c) Sustaln efforts to test, trace isolate' and

the

(g) Accelerate the recovery and bolster the resilience of
Ptilippine economy through measures grounded on

susb,inabi-Iity;

of natural and man-made disasters, through policies that
provide adequate socia.l services, a-nd promote firII enploym- 9n!
a rising standard of livirg, and an improved quality of life
for all. Towards this end, and in cognizaace of the adverxe

(b) Coosolidate, update, a-nd va-lidate existing recorda,
through the Department of Social Welfare and Development
r;-s-\ni;, t; ccrrrdination with the Inter-Agency Task Force for
in" V""rgo-"nt o[ Emergi-ng Infectious Diseases flATT'-EID)
;;;^ il-?hhppine staiisiics Authoritv including local
r.,rn".r-"r,t ,nit" tLGU"t, to cone up with a compreheusive'
the
i, to drt". and urufied database to effectively implement
oy
!'rhprnos
all
for
intended
provision of soctoeconomic relief
thereof;
recipients
properly identifytng the

coofidence on social and

economic institutioDs:

in

O Optimize the use of science, technolory, and innovation
government's reaponse measures;

(k) Enhance public trust il scieuce and technology and
incorporate the uie of scientfic research and technological
expertise in the policy-making procesc; and

I

(l) Enhance the frnancial stability of the countrJ to
support government programs in combatting the CO\rlD-19
paldemic.
SEc- 4. COWD'|9 Response and, Recouery Interuentinns.

Pursuant to Article VI, Section 23(2) of the Constitution,
the President is hereby authorized to €aercise powers that are
necessary and proper to rmderta.ke and implement the following
COVID-l9 response and recovery interventions:

-

(a) Following the World Health Organization 0 HO) or
the Unit€d Stat€s Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
guidelmes and best practices, adoption and implementation of
measu.es to prevent or suppress further transmission and

J
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of COVID-l9 through effective education,
prot€ction, and treatment: Provi.dzd, That the perceu tage
the population that will undergo COMD-19 testing shall
ir accordance with WHO standards and
in areas identified by the Department of
the Department of the Interior and [oca] Government @ILG)
as epicenters of COVID-I9 i::fections and in other areas where
higher possibiJ-rty of transnission of COVID-l9 may occur or
have occurred. The DOH aud DILG shall adopt a COVID-I9
disease surveillaace protocol that shall dsfins minirnum fiealttr
standards for workplaces and busi-ness acti\rities which shall
include COVID-I9 testing and the establishment of a contact
tracing system rncluding personal contact tracing whereby a
person maintains a record of the places that he/she had been
to and the people hdshe had contact with:. Providzd, That any
individual who tested positive for COVID-l9 through laboratory
con.firmation at the national reference laboratory, sub-Dationsl
reference laboratory, or a DOH-certified laboratory testing
facility shall be automatically treated a.ud if necessary, isolated

probable case, and the compuJsory and immediate isolation, and

Epread

in a

treatment of confirmed, suspected and probable COVID-19
patients: Prouilzd, That the cost of t€sting and treatment for
COVID-l9 patients shall be covered under the National Health
Insurance Program of the Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation (PhilHealth). In addition to testing, isolation and
treatment of these patients, the contacts of these patients shall
also be immediately and properly traced through the use of
cffrcient technology for data collectiou and analysis, and by
engaging contact tracers that may hclude, but not Lmited to,
displaced workers both in the formal and informal sectors,
from existing networks of barangay health workers,
parent-leaders from the Pa.ntawid Pamilyang Prlipino Program
(4Ps), and members of duly accredited Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) by national government agetrcies, subject
to the rules and regulations to be issued by the DII-G which
shall include provisions on recruitment, training, and
compensation, among others, of contact tracers;

I

!

(c) Adoption of a protocol on the conduct of viral testing
and other CO\IID-19 testing kits recommended by HTAC. For
this purpose, the IATF-EID, in full coqeration with the DOH,
the DIIf, the Department of Labor anil Employment (DOLE),
the Departnent of Tlade and Industry (DTI), and the Bureau

DOH-accredited quarantine and isolation facility:

Prouid.ed, further, Tbat the IATF-EID shall identify and
prioritize the areas and business activities critically inpacted
and severely affected by CO\1D-f9 and with high probability
of COVID-l9 transmission, and coordinate with the relevant
LGUs and government agencies for the implementation of the
CO\rID- 19 survei-Ilance protocol: Prouided., furthannore, That

(1) Adequate number of COVID-I9 testing centers that
provide available, affordable and accessible t€sting to the pubhc,

I

subject to reimbursement by Philllealth under existing
guidelines: Prouilcd, That people i.n geographically isolated or
highly populated and depressed areas shall be provided the
same level of access to COVID-19 teeting;

Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), such
as pollmerase chair reaction (PCR), nucleic acid, antigeu, a-nd
other COVID- f 9 testing kits recommended by thJ HealthTechnology Assessment Council (HTAC) and facilitahon ol
prompt testing by pubhc and designated privat€ instrtutrona
of suspected, and probable COVID-I9 cases and those wrth no

(2) Hiring of skilled medical technologrsts, molecular
biologists, epideniologists, and other skilled laboratory
technicians to conduct COVID-f9 testing to achieve an ideal
personnel-to-laboratory ratio lsking into considcration DOH
tsrgets. To adilress the COVID-l9 pandemic and in preparation
for future public health emergencieE, biomedical research,
training, and programs for skilled medical technologists,
molecuiar biologists, epidemiologists, and other skilled

symptoEa but with relevant travel history, or may have-been
exposed due to the nature of their work or due to their Lvmg

Iaboratory tech-nicians shall be implemented utilizrng existing
public and private molecular laboratory infrastructure; and

(b) Implementation of an expedited and streamlined
regrstration process of vira-l testing kits that diagnose Severe

"onditions

or had contact with a confirmed.

suspected or

i

of Immigration (BI), shall ensure the followirg:

the DILG, in partnership with the LGUs and other

government agencies, shall distribute the testing kits to
DoH-accredited government hospitals and facilities that can
perform testrng Prouided, finally, That the DILG, in
partnership with the LGUs, sha-I] lead the contact tracing
efforts of the government;

I

i
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(3) Procurement and distribution of supplies for wi-l
testing and other COVID-19 t€sting kits ,eco-mended$
-rii
HTAC based on,.among others, the
"rr."ot l"u"i"
projections of the following:

(i) Number of patienk and health workers with severe
or critical symptoms and history of travel o.
,oJ

"*po"*",

(ii) Number of patients and health workers with mil{
symptoms, relevant history of travel or exposure, and
considered vulnerable and workers returning to work:
\our!td,. That LGUe may implement their own p"o""o-"o!
distribution, and monitoring program consistent with the
overall provisions of this Act and the guidelines of the DOH
and recommendations by HTAC baled on rapid health
tecb-nology asseaament process:

Proui-d.ed, That only t€stiEg kits which are sold and have
complied with relevant regulations in the couutry of origin
with an establiehed regulatory agetrcy may be imp;rted, Bo-id
lccepted by way of donation and registered in the Philifpires:
Prouidcd, further, T\at testing kits which have been recalled
by established re$.rlatory agencies of other coultries shall be

likewise recalled and delisted by the Eood and Drug

Administuarion (IIDA);

(d) Delivery of utrint€rrupted immunization program
against vaccine preventable diseases especially on childretr
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, including vaccine for
COVID-I9;
(e) Adoption by the DOH of a u-niform and consistent
reporting statrdard in a language understandable by the
general public;

(fl Provision oq,"y)of the

\-'

followi-ug subsidies:

(1) An emergency subsidy of Five thousand

(P5,000.00)

pesos

to Eight thousand pesos @8,000.00) to a-ffected low
ilcome households in areas under granular lockdown and to
households with recently returned overseas Filipino workers
(OFWs): Aourded, That the subsidy shall be computed based
on the prevailing regional minimum wage rates: Prouided.,

furthzr, 'l\at the subsidy received from the current Conditional
Cash Transfer Program and rice subaidy shall be taken into
consideration in the computation of the emergency subsidy, as
provided for in this Act: Prouid.ed, furthermore, That the
vetting and validation of beneficiaries of the Social
Amelioration Progam (SAP), aad the $lated liquidation report
thereto shall be simplified to expedite the distribution of-the
subsidy: .houjded, finally, That a defirite and actual list of
benefrciaries of the SAP shall be submitted to Congress;

(2) Five thousand pesos @5,000.00) to Eight thousand
pesos (P8,000.00) unemployment or involuntary separatioD

assistance for displaced workers or employees due to

COVID-l9 inciuding probationary, pmj€ct, seasonal, contractual
and casual employees in privat€ health i-nstitutions, culture
and arts, creative industries, includi-ng, but not timit€d to, fitm
and audiovisual workers, broadcast, construction, public
transportation, trade and industries, @operatives, and other
sectors of the economy, as may be identi-fred by the DOLE,
free-lancers, the self.employed and repahiated OFWe, including
OFWs whose deployment were suspended due to i
government-imposed deployment bat: Prouided, That any
assistance given to OFWs shall be separate and distinct from
the benefits or assistance, if any, they receive as members of
the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA):
Proui.dzd, furthcr, That any subsidy previou.sly received under
Republic Act No. 11469 does not preclude the displaced worker
or_e_mployee, the freelancers, self-employed, and repatriated
OFWs from receiving the unemployment or involuntary
separation assistance provided herei: Prouid"-d,, further, T\at
members of the Social Security System (SSS) who have
received the unemployment benefit under Section l4-B
(Jnemployment Insurance or Involuntary Separation Benefits)
of Republic Act No. 11199 or the "social Security Act of 2018',,
during
COVID-l9 pandemic shall no longei be eligible to
avail of-th9
the benefi,ts under this subsection: houided, finall1,
That.the SSS shall take proactive steps to ensue all quetifiJd
given unemployment benefits under Repubhc Act
_members be
No. 11199; and
(3) Emergency subsidy to low income households who are
qualifred but were not granted such subsidy as maldated under

Section 4(c) of Republic Act No. 11469.
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A-uy subsidy program sha.ll, as far as practicable, be
implemented tbrough a social protection distribution syst€m
that embeds secure and privacy-preserving data capture,
verfication, deduplication, payroll generation, grievance, and
payout using digital technologies. For this purpose, the
paynent of necessary tratrsactiotr fees for the last mile delivety
of subsidies to qualifred benefrciaries is hereby authorized;

(g) Access to livelihood assistance, skills and training
programs, loan assistance, a-nd employment opportunities for
repatriated and returning OFWs to eff re proper reintegration
a.ud the firll utilization of their skils for nationa.l developmen!
(h) Provision of a "COVID-I9 special risk allowance" by

the national government for all public and private health
workers directly catering to or in contact with COVID-I9
patients for every month that they are serving during the state
of national emergency as declared by the President: houi.dcd,

That the COVID-l9 special risk allowance of public health
workers shall be i-n addition to the hazard pay graated under
Republic Act No. 7305 or the 'Magna Carta of Public Health
Workers" and the active hazard duty pay granted under thig
Act: Prouided, further, That the COVID-I9 special risk
allowance for both public and private health workers shall be
exempt &om ilcome tax;

(i) Implementation of mandatory COVID-I9 testing of
public and private health workers every fifteen (15) days to
ensure their protection;
(') Assumption of all medical expenses of pubtc and
private health workers ia case of exposwe to COMD-19 or any
work-related injury or disease during the state of national
emergency as declared by the President;
(k) Provision of compensation to public ald private health
workers who have contracted COVID-I9 il the line of duty,
with the following anounts, upon submission of required
documents to support claims:

(t) In case of death of the health worker, One million
pesos (P1,000,000.00) shall be provided to the heirs of the
health worker;

(2) In case of sickness, for a sewre or critical case, One
hundred thousa-nd pesos @100,00O.00) shall be pmvided to the
hea-Ith worker; and

(3) In case of sickness, for a mild or moderate case,
Fi.fteen thousand pesos (P15,000.00) ehaI be provided to the
health worker:
houid.ed, That this shail have retroactive application

from February l, 202Q: Proutd,ed,, further, That the

compensation provided herein shall be exempt from the
applicable taxes under the National Intemal Revenue Code of
1997, as amended: Prouidcd., fimlly, Thaf the compensation
provided herein shall be given to the beneficiaries not later
than three (3) months after the date of confinement or death.
This subsection shall survive the expiration of this Act

for as long as a health worker contracts mild or severe
COVID-l9 infection while in the liae of duty or dies while

fighting durinB the state of national eurergency as declared
by the President;

(I) Provision of life insurance, accommodation,
transportation, and meals to all public and private health
workers durilg the state of national emergency as declared
by the President, regardless of the conmunity quarantine (CQ)
status;

(m) Provision of financial relief to Agrarian Reform
Beneficiaries during the state of national emerBency as declared

by the President, the payment of interests, penalties, and
surcharges of loans used for land acquisition to any and all
governmeDt agencies and government-owned or -controlled
corporations (GOCCs) including t and Bank of the Philipprnes
(l,BP) sha.ll be condoned, and the remaining origilal prhcipal
value be restructured without interest thereon: houi.ded, That
all previous payment for interest be credited to principal
payment instead: Prouided, further, That the condonation of
itrterests, penalties and surcharges tsom these loans shal.l be
in conformity with the applicable general banking laws and
regulations of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP);

t0

(n) Provision of eubsidies and allowances tn qualiEed
students in private and public elementary, secondar5r, and
tertiary education whose familiee are now facing fi-nancial
difEculties brought about by work stoppage and closure of
establishments due to the CQ, and neither part of the
Listah.an an of the DSWD nor covered under the Education
Service Contracting (ESC), Senior High School Voucher
Program (SHS VP) and Tertiary Education Subsidy (IES) as
provided in Republic Act Nos. 8545, 10533 and 10931,
respectively: Prouided., That the geographic prioritization of
areas where there are no State Universities and C,olleges
(SUCs) and Local Universities and Colleges (LUCs) under
Republic Act No. 10931 shall be suspended to ma-ke qualiEed
students under this subsection ehgtble: Prouided, further, T\at
education subsidies granted under this subsection shall be
released directly to the private tertiary education instituhons
or private basic education schools, respechvely, for the purpose
of applying the subsidy for unpaid tuition in school year (SY)
2019-2020 or for payment of tuition fee for SY 2020.2O21:
Prouid-ed., finaLly, That the subsidy shall be released prior to
the openi-ng of SY 2020-202I or withi-n a reasonable period
a-fter school opening but ir no case later than September 2020,
in a manner similar to the TES, ESC, and SHS W;
(o) Provision of a one-time cash assistance to displaced
teaching and non-teaching personnel, including part-time
faculty or notr-permatrent teaching personnel, il private and
public elementary, secondary, and tertiary education
institutioDs and part-time faculty in SUCs who have lost their
jobs or who have not received their wages;
(p) Ensuring that all LGUs are acting withi.n the letter
and spirit of all the rules, regu-lations and dtectives issued
by the national government pursuaDt to this Act; and
implementing standards of CQ consistent with what the
national government has laid down for the subject area, wb-ile
allowing LGUs to continue exercising their autonomy in
matters undefined by the national government or are
within the parameters it has set; and are fully cooperating
towards a unfied, cohesive and orderly inplementation of the
national policy to address COVID-I9: Proui.dzd., That pursuant
to the constitutional right of freedom of movement of persons,
the IATF-EID sha.ll be responsible for providing guidance on
cross-border coDcerns, including, but not limited to, l,ocally

t1

Stranded Individuals (LSIe), OFWs, domestic travellers and
residents, while the LGUe shall determi_ne the policies and
regulations within their respective jurisdictions;
(q) Notwithstanding auy law to the contra4r, the local
chief executives of all LGUs are hereby authorized to realiga
their respective local fulds includi-ng, but not limited to, their
development fund, Gender and Development Fund,
Sangguniang Kabataan Fund, Special Education Fund (SEF),
and other local funds, including unutilized or unreleased
subsidies and transfers i.u order to address the COMD-l9
pandenic.
The punong barangays are Iikewise authorized to make
realignments of aII allotments and subsidies in response to the
pandemic.

The [GUs may utilize by up to ten percent (10%) of ttreir
current budget to cover expenditures arising from their

COVID.l9 responses: Proui.ded, That the seventy percent

(?0%)

Iimit on "pre-disaster" initiatives is hereby waived.

The LGUs may also increase their respective personnel
services cap by up to ten percent (10%) for first (ld) to third
(3d) class munici.palities and up to fi.ve percent (5%) for the
fourth (4'h) to sixth (6tb) class municipalities, and cities, and
provinces: Prouid.ed., That the same ehall be used for the

hiring of additional health workers, the generation of

temporary jobs for margrnalized aad hard-hit sectors as well
as for other emergency employment programs undertaken by
the LGU in response to the COVID-IS pandemic: Prouided,
further, That the allowable debt service ceiling of LGUs is
increased to thirty percent (30%) of thet annual regular
hcome including their share in the national taxes: Prouided,
firnlly, That the LGUs shall be exempt from the loan ceiling
cap imposed by the Department of Finance @OF).
The Department of Budget and Management (DBM
the Bureau of the Treasury (BTr) shall automatically

and
and

completely release ar:y adjusted or remaini_ng shares of LGUs

in national wealth and National Tax Allotment

to Section 286 of Republic Act No. ?160 or the
Governnent Code of 1991".
pursua.Dt

(NTA)
"Loca.l

t3

t2
The amount of Three billion five hundred million pesos
(P3,500,000,000.00) to be appropriated as follows, One billion

five hunilred nillion pesos (P1,500,000,000.00) to the local
Government Support Fund (LGSF) to provide financial
assistance to LGUs in thei Iocal anti-COVID efforts, and One
billion pesos (P1,000,000,000.00) each to the LBP and the
Development BanI of the Pbjlippines (DBP) to subsidize the
payment of interest on new and existi-ng loans secured by
LGUs from government financial i.nstitutions (GFIs);
(r) Enforcenent of measures to protect the people from
[e21ding, profiteerilg, rnjurious speculations, neniFulation of
prices, product deceptions, and cartels, monopolies or other
combinations in rcstraint of hade, or other pemicious practices
affecting the supply, distribution and movement of food,
clothing, hygiene and sanitation products, medicine and
medical supplies, fuel, fertilizers, chemicals, building
materials, implements, machinery equipment and spare
parts requied in agricu-lture, i.ndustry and other essentia-l
services, and other articles of prime necessity, whether
imported or locally produced or nanufactured;
(s) Ensuring that donation, acceptance and distributiou
of health products intended to address the COMD-19 pandemic
are not uunecessarily delayed and that health products for

donation duly certified by the regulatory agency or their
accredited third party from couutries with established
regulation shall automatically be cleared: Prouided, That this
shall not apply to health products which do not require a
certifrcation or clearance from the FDA;

(t) Prowision of personal protective equipment (?PE)
includirg, but not limited to, prot€cbive suits, face masks, shoe
covers, face shields, and goggles to public aod private
COVID-f9 referra.l hospitals, both national and loc2l, bara-ngays,
and other hdigent persons that need protection from the
spread of CO\aID-19 by the nationa.I government through the
DOH Prouid.ed, That preference and incentives shall be given
to medica-l safety products that are locally marufactured;
(u) Procurement of the followi-ng as the need arises, in

the most judicious, economical and expeditious manner, as
exemptions from the provisions on bidding process required
under Republic Act No. 9184 or the "Government Procurement

Reform Act" and other relevant laws:. Provid.ed,, That the
following information and documents related to the
procurement shall be published in the Government
Procurement Policy Board (GPPB) o"l;ns porta-I, the website
of the procuring entity concerned, if available, and at any
conspicuous place reserved for this purpose in the premises of
the procuring eDtity within seven (7) worki-ng days from the
date of acceptance of the award:

(i) Project

name;

(ii) Approved budget for contract;

(iii) Contract period;
(iv) Name of winning supplier, distributor, manufacturer,
contractor or consultant;
(v) Amount of contract as awarded;

(vi) Notice of award;

(vii) Date of award and

acceptance;

(viii) Contract or purchase order; and
(ix) A certification stating that the procuring entity

exerted all efforts to secure the most advaEtageous price to
the goverDnent based on existing price data of the agency,
the DTI or other relevant agencies or prelimirary market
scanrring done by the agency showirg prevailing market prices
and practice.

(1) Goods, which may include PPE such as gloves, gowns,
masks, goggles, and face shieids; eurgical equipment and
supplies; laboratory equipment and its reagents; medical
equipment and devices; support and mairotenance for laboratory
and medical equipment, surgical equipment and supplies;
medical supplies, tools, and consumables such as alcohol,
sanitizers, tissue, thermometers, hand soap, detergent, sodium
hlpochlorite, cleaning materials, povidone iodine, common
medicines (e.g., paracetanol tablet and suspension, mefenamic
acid, vitamins tablet and suspension, hyoscine tablet and
suspension, oral rehydrahion solution, and cetirizine tablet and

l5
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kits, and such other Eupplies or equipment
,"
be determined bv the DOH and other relevant
government agencies: Prouidcd, That the DOH ehall prioritize
-and
distribution of the aforesaid gooils, supplies
ihe allocation
aqd other resources to the following:

Budget and l\{anagement-ProcureneJrt Service (DBM-PS) or the
concemed procuring entity shall make the award to the lowest
domestic maEufacturer-bidder notwithstandi-ng that its bid is
frfteeu percent (15%) in excess of the lowest foreiglr !id:

(i) Pubhc health facilities in the regions, provinces, or

substantially composed of articles, Eateriais, or supplies grown,

suaDenaion):
.m., testins

cities,'ihat are desigoated as COVID-I9 referral hospi?11 such
as, but not timited to, Philippine General Hospital (PGII),
Lung Center of the PhiliPpines (LCP), and Dr. Jose N.
Rodriguez Memorial HosPital;

(ii) Private hospitals which have existing

capacities

t'

provide'support care and treatment to COVID-l9 patieuts; and

(in) Public and private laboratories that have existing
capacities
i-u

t

teet susPected COVID'19 patients

(2) Goods and seryices for social amelioration measures
favor of affected communities;

(3) tease of real property or venue for use..to -househealth workers or serve as quarantine centera, medrcal reLel
and aid distribution locations, or t€mporary medical facilities;

(4) Establishment, construction, and operation of
temporary medical facilities;

(5) Utiiities, telecommunications, and other critical

relation to operation of quarantine centers, medical
aid distribution centers and temPorary medical
and
re[ef
facilities; and
serr.ices

-

(6) A-ncillary services related to the foregoing:
Prouided, That t! ensure adequat€ and responsive supply
of critical products, the Bovernment, as procuring entity thall
glve prefe;ence and procure products, materials and suPplies
philippines' For this
[roduced, made or manufactured - 15g
shall coordin:te the
Centers
Negosyo
through
prrpose, the DTI
availment of relevant credit and traini.ng programs under ttus

Aci to proroote and facilitate domestic supply.

it

Prouided',

shall be subject to competitive procurement
procedures: Prouided, furthermore, That the Department ol

lurther, That

Prouid,id, furthermore, That it secures from the DTI a
certifrcation that the articles forming part of its bid are
produced, or manufactured in the Philippines: Prouided,,
hnnlty, f\at other qualification a.nd docuEentary requirements
for local manufacturers and suPpliers shall be prioritized and
erpedited by the DOH, FDA and other concemed depadments
and agencies;

(v) Partnerrng with the Phrlippine Red Cross as the
primary humanitarian agency that is auxiliary to the
government in giving aid to the people, subject to
ieimbursement, in the distribution of goods and services
incidental i-u the fisht agai-nst COVID-I9;
(w) Engaging temporary Human Resources for Health
(IIRlIl such is medical and a.llied Bedical stafr to complement
or supplement the current health worKorce or to man the
tempor-ary medical facilities to be established i.u accordance
with Seciion a(u)(a) of this Act: Proui'dcd, That HRH to be

hired ou temporary basis shall receive the approPriate
compensation and allowances: Prouifud, furtler, That ) HRH
serving in the front line during the state of emergency -due
to COItD-fg, shall receive an actual hazard duty pay from
the natioDal government: Prouilcd,, furthermore, That the

actual hazard duty pay shall be in addition to the hazard pay
granted under Republic Act No. 7305 and the COVID-lg
ipecial risk allowance granted uoder this Act: Prouided,
firthermore, That the active hazald duty pay received by all
HRH servi-ng fu the front line durilg the state of national
emergency ai declared by the President shall be exempt fro!'
i-nco e tax: houided, firnLly, T\al DOH, the DOLE and their
attached agencies shall closely c{ordinate to ensure that
returning OFW-health workers, or those whose deploy-'lents
were suspended due to COVID-19, shall be properly referred
to the ongoing hiring of temporar'y HRH by the DOH;
(x) Ensuring the availability of credit to the productive
sectors of the economy especially in the countryside through
measures such as, but not limited to, lowerilg the effective
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lending rates of interest and resewe requirements of lendine
institutions: houidz.d, That credit accommodation to the Micro]
Small and Medrum Enterprises (MSMEs) a-nd cooperatives, as
well as those who are self-employed, shall be imposed a low
interest, payable withi-n tbree (3) years and shall not require
aay collateral if the loan does not exceed Tbree million pesos
(P3,0o0,000.00);

(y) Provision of loa.n interest rate subsidies for institutions

of learning that have been affected by the decrease in

enrollment due to the CQ or to enable these iastitutione to
adequately prepare to implement blended learning: Proui.dzd,
That the terms of the loan shall be more reasonable thar the
prevailing market terms: Prouided,, further, ThaL lhe
availment of such loan shall be couditioned on the
non-implementation of an i-ncrease i-n tuition and other fees
for the next school or academic year: Provi.d.ed, finatly, T\,at
private echools, colleges and universities receivi-ng grants will
retail their personnel complement at the time of receipt of
aid, and will not engage in retrenchment of employees ior a
period of nine (9) months from receipt of grant;
(z) Directing the Small Business Corporation (SBCorp) to
expand its existing loan programs for MSMEs, cooperatives,
hospitals, tourism and OFWs affected bv the COVID-19
pandemic and by other socioeconomic reversals, through a
combiaation of increasing available loanable funds, reducing
documentary requirements, increasiag maximum loa-n amouats
per borrower, reduci-ng interest rates, extending loan terms,
utilization of financial technologies to expand reach and
increase access and set fast turn-around loan processing time;
and allow the use of the loan proceeds for payroll costs,
materials and suppliers, EortgaBe paJ,Tents, rent, utilities,
including fuel and storage, creation of new supportive
businesses, re-purposing of existing business capital, a-ny other
business debt obligations that were incurred before the iovered
period or acquisition of new tech-rnologies and systems to adjust
business processes for resiliency;

(aa) Directing the LBP and the DBP to introduce a low
interest and./or "flexible term" loan program for operating
expenses available to businesses affected by the COVID-I9
pandemic, in order to assist and encourage them and their
creditors to continue investi-ug in, lending to and operati-ng

their businesses: Prouided, That priority sSall be glven to
agri-fishery atrd non-essential busGeses 1is1 gre micro, small
and medium ent€rprises, hcluding, but not limited to, startups aDd cooperatives;
(bb) Directing the Ph ippine Guarantee Corporation

(PhjlGuarantee) to iasue aE expanded governEent guarant€e
program for nonessential businesse8, to-ease current.rules and

regulations and give preference to critically imPacted
businesses, MSME;, cooperatives atrd activities that supPort

DOH initiatives towarcls ensuring aa adequate and responsive
supply of health care services, and to suarantee the loan
porffoio of partner financial institutions oiefigble MSME and
cooperative loans;

(cc) Liberalization of the grant of incentives for the
manufacture or importation of critical or needed eq-urpment.or
supplies or essential goods for the carrying-out of the policy
declared herein, includ:ag health car.e equipEent and supPlres:
Proutd.ed, That the exemption from import duties, taxes and
ottrer fees for maaufacture or i.EDortation of critical equpEent
or essential goods shaU be deierminecl by the Burea-u of
Customs (BOe) and the Bureau of Internai Revenue (BlR),
respectively: Prouid.ed., further, That liEitations aDd
restrictions to the sale, distribution' and trade of the lbregotng
goods, equipment or supplies may be imposed to -preveDt
shortage of supply and to ensure that the prices thereol remam
reasonable. gi\ring priority and preference rc the nee-ds -and
safety of health workers and frontliners, violations ol wtrrch
shall be punishable under Section 16 of Republic Act No. 758I
or the "Price Act", as amended. For this purpose' crrtrcal
products, equipment or supplies or esntial goods shall, rncludethe following: (l) goods referred to in Section 4(9Il) ner99,
related to the con-tainment or mitication of COVID- 19: (2)
equipment for waste management, i-icluding, but not limitBd
to, \,aste segregation, storage, collectlon, sorting treatment
and disposal serices: Prouided, furtfiermore, That these sard
equipment anC technologies ani'services apg approved by- the
Dipirtment of Environient and Natural Resources (DENR)'
DOH or other concerned regulatory agencies; (3) in-puts, raw
materials and equipment necessary for the Dlanulacture orproduction of essential goods referred to in Sechon aQlt])-!ere9f
ielated to the contalnment or mitisation of COVID-19;
Prouid.ed, furthermore, That for the puilose of qualifying for
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exemption from import duties, taxes, and other fees and
ensuring supply of PPE at competitive prices, DTI shall certi$
that tle equipment and supplies being imported are not Iocally
available or of insufEcient quality and preference: Provi.d.ed.,
finalLy, That preference is given to products, materials and
supplies produced, made or manufactured in the Philippines;

(4) Provide grants for fuel subsidy uo6,t6r digital fare
vouchers, as may be necessary; aud

(dd) Ensuring the availability of essential goods, in
particular, food and medicine, by adopting measures as may
reasonably be necessarT t facilitat€ ald/or minimi"e disruption
to the supply chain and-/or improve the national end-to-end
supply ch"i'', includi-ng meaaurea to reduce logistics costs,
especially for basic commodities and services to the ma:.imu:n
extent possible. Further, the DTI may suspend export
requirement for export enterprises that produce critica-t goods
as referred to i.n Section 4(u)(1) and require them to supply
locally subject to the application of Section 4(cc);

Withrn fifteen (15) days from ttre effectivirY "f 'h..1 t:tl
the DOTr or any of its insirumentalities shall prescrr.be -the
eligbility requirements and otler terns and
to the gurdelrnes
ofihe aborrementioned assistance, eubject "ood'doo".1o.t,,T{
issued under th.is subsection.

(ee) Requiring businesses to prioritize and accept
contracts, subject to fair and reasonable terms, for materiale
and services Decessary to promot€ the herein declared national
pobcy: Proui.dcd,, That the rates chargeable by acconmodation
establishments to persoDs mandated by law or regrrlations ta
uudergo quaranti-ne may be regrrlated by the Departmeut of
Tourism (DOT);

(ff) Provision ofextension support, direct cash or loan
interest rate subsidy or other forms of assistance to
qualifred agri-frshery enterprises, agriculture cooperatives,
farmers, fisherfolk, and other agncultural workers tbrough the

Department of Agriculture (DA);
(gS) Directing the Department of Transportation (DOTr)
and such other agencies or instrumentalities that may be
authorized under this Act to extend the followi-ng assietance
tr critically impacted businesses in the transportation industry,
including transport cooperatives:

(1) Provide direct cash or loan interest rate subsidy;
(2) Provide grants for applicable regulatory fees;
(3)

AIow substitution of refuad option to travel

vouchers;

(5) Provide grants for training, equipment, fac ltles' test
kik and necessal, personael, on copiag with increaseo nearrD
risks arisi-ng from infectious diseasee.

For purposes of item (l) herein, the DOTr or *I-3lll:
instrumentalities shall utitize the loan and./or loan Euzrrantee
progrzrms and other loan related meaaurea pro!'lded ""^o.":^5
ict] subject to the rules, regu.lations and guidelrnes- rss^ueo
under the correspondin g interventior, rncluding-prop.er-:retrl
assessment of tbe borro=wer by the LBP and DBP wqch }x
rDs
admrnister the credit facilitie; or loan guarant€es under
b9"l?""t
proper
Act: Prouid.ed, That a reasonable and
fl"1
shall be submitted by the borrower: Proutded, t"iln"lL -\!?l
shar be
loan interventioos imilemented under this 6ubsection
transport
exclusively for critically impacted busloesses 2od
cooperatives in the transportation iudustry only'
For purposes of item (2) herein, the g-rants mly--rnclude
a-s
reductions i-o (i) rates through the removal of locat taxes
(ii)
inpqsed
fees and charges
may be applicaile,
'agency and
^by^trrry
LGU. Such gtants shau be payaore'
and
regulatory
"to
tle BIR, the LGUsind relevant ,t"c"l"io!
."ipectiuely,
rguocies' Proui^dcd, That ihe grant shalJ be chargeable-agarn51
tie fund created for the purpose of implelentrng lhls
subsection: Prouided, furthei, Tbat any criticallY 'tP'.ltlo
than
business may avail of the grant for a period of not more
six (6) months.

Availment of any economic relief such as wage,sub-srdy'
loan. and lo"o gl,ara.,tees and other relief under to:--"-'l:-l
provisions of tiis A.t, does not disqualifv t,!h ",::i::]L
impacted busiaesses belongrg to the transportat]"' -T^1ltl]
ecoDoElc
i-nciuding transport cooperatives from availing the
relief provided under this subsectiou.
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The DOTr shall prioritize busi.ness entities that shall
requLe assistance for any activity that supports the Balilr
Probinsya, Bagong Pag-asa Program under Executive Order
No. ll4, s. 2020;

fth) Directing the

DOT to assist critically impacted
that are tourism enterprises, includi-ng tourism.
oriented barangay micro business enterprises, cooperatives
engaged in tourism-related activities or other members of ttre
informal sector in the tourism economy in any of the following
busi.uesses

proStams:

(1) Provide loan interest rate subsidy;

(2) Tourism Road Infrastructure Program of the
Department of Public Works and Highways @PWH);
(3) Cash-for-work programs and the unemployment and
i-nvoluntary assiatance for the displaced workers or employees

in the tourism

sector;

(4) Marketiag and product development, promotions and
programs, includi-ng travel advertisi-ng and festival-support
strategies;
(5) Grants for education, trai-ning, and advisiug of tourism
sta-keholder for the new normal alternative livelihood programs;

(6) Utilization of information technology for the
improvement of tourism services, development of a tourist
tracking system for emergency response, and estabLishment of
spatial database to i-Eprove planni-ag capacity;
(7) In partnership with the LGU and DOH and,/or private

entities, establish COVID-tg testing centers in tourist
destinations as identfied by the DOT, to stimulate tounsm
and generate employment; and

including infrastruch&,
product-sourcing. and subsidized domestic packag^e tours
on the
.r"""""u.y to mit[ate the economic effects of
tourism industry.
"O\4p-19
(8) Any other relevart pmgrams,

F^, nurDoses of item (l) herein, the SBCorp under its
r:ornnli q'lssrstarce to R€start Entrprises (CAXES) Program
the loans for DOT but subject to gu.idelines

be prepared for these purposes;
"a-i-"t".
il" OOf that shall
i-nte-rventiong
implemented under this
loan
the
n;id"i, That
be exclusively for accredited tourism eDterprises,
"""ti""
"ilrttsuch small'scale tourism-oriented euterprisee
;."i,J;""
"-hJf
fr"-

*ff *",i1il.1;"H*J*1"b#'*11"':i,:lliio,#,:""0"
Availrent of grants, loans or loan guarantees through
othei prilsions of this Act is not a disqualifrcation for any
i."i*i- Lrt.p;se to avail of any economic relief measures
in this secdon'
shall prioritize establisbments that (l) suppon
Th. nOT
-p.ul".vr, Bagong Pag-asa
and (2) comply
trr" s"i:i
!-gtr-,
ensuring
a-n adequatt
the
DOH
towards
of
*rtfr-,1" *ra"L-es
.""p8rtiu" supply of health care services:
"nJ

(ii) Undertaking measures in parbrership with appropriate
communication service providers in the

irrt."oliand

a:*'::'#',:1"'[:"i:x',:'#Atri''jil*'#,"1*ru,f"'*li
towers, equipment, software. and wireless

Jai,.rri cell
throushout the country to address the- need for
;;h;;];;;r
-I"rr".ti
vity, internet speed and stability, and
il "i r.f
E-Gorrernment, onli-ne learmng'
E-Commerce,
i-n
C"i"r*"*lty
order
to
meet the sigoificant
in
JJ-t"L."ri*-g the geoeral-su-fficiently
public to onlise serwices and
of
and mobile communication units for
^aaii-""i.Un
,L,l"r-l ,ta to -home
for
completi-ug coumercial and other
home,
i"i"* g,,*t from- convening
meetings and conducting
for
ii"nlu"iioo",
;^;l;;;;"". and se m inars/webinars, and for obtaining
r.*ction duri.ng the COVID-19 pandemic through
"i"*rl"iJ
tfr" O"p-rrtr"nt of lnformation ?nd Cmmunications Technologl
iol Cff' Sr.l measures shall i-nclude the following:
suspension of requirements to secure
oermiis'and dearances for the construction of telecommulicatioos
and irrternet i'-frastructure

(I) Terrporary

for the building permit iesued by tbe Office of the
s*f 6;9 tifi"irl pursuant to Presidential Decree No 1096 or

E*..ri
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the "National Building Code of the Philippi-nes", as amended,
and the height clearance permit from the Civil Aviation
Authority of the Philippines (CAAP), no national or local
permit or clearance shall be required il the construction,
installation, repair, operation and maintenance of
telecommunications and int€met in-frastructure by independent
tower companies registered with the DICT, or holders of
certificates of public convenience and necessity or provisional
authority granted by the National Telecommunications
Commission (NrTC) to public telecommunication entities, for a
period of three (3) years from the effectivity of this Act:
Provided., That for homeowners and other community
clearances, the requirements provided under Section 15 of
Republic Act No. 11032 or the "Ease of Doing Busiless and
Efficient Government Service Delivery Act", in relation to
Section 10ft) of Republic Act No. 9904 or the "Magna Carta
for Homeowners and Homeowners' Associations", shall appiy.

Proui.d.ed, That the advantages of temporary suspensro-n
of requirements and streamlining of rcgulatory processes shar
also apply to other va-lue-added service proyiders ald rnternet
service providers in the establishment and operatlon ol
necessary equipment and facilities, and use of nece,ssary
technologies i-n order to expand the coverage of broad.Dano
iDternet networks and provide connectivity to unserved ano
underserved communities.

No court, except the Supreme Court, shall issue anv
temporary restraining order, preliminary iDjunctlon or
prelimiaary mandatory"inlun"ti"; r;;;;t th; cJstruction of
ielecommuirications infrasiructure, iicl"di"g ceU sites and cell
tDwers;

(j)

Directing the DTI,

in

coordination wittr other

(50) meters i-n height and in the direct flight plan within a
three (3)-kilometer tadius of an airport; or (ii) shall be
constructed within the ten (10)-kilometer radius of
communication-navigation surveillance facilities located
off-airport. When the proposed structure does not fall withi"

implementiag agencies, to accelerate and undertake masslle
promotion of inling 966r.r." ,"a of"r t""loi"r1 *4 6nancia)
assistance through GFIs to those engaged h E-Co.-"t""'
"'"o
as those involved ia i-nternet retail, dicital financial seruces,
digital media, and ride-hailiag. Theee tclude programs that
will expedite the digitalization of MSMEs and cooperatrves
tbrough training subsidies for onboardiag or start€r kits, wage
.rppoit fo. nei onlhe enterprises, upJkilli"gl".Uffirtg 'oa
other activities as may be defined by the DTI, Cooperattve
Development Authority (CDA), DICT, technJ Education and
Skills Development Authority (TESDA), and Commisslon on
Higher Education (CHED);

(2) Streamlirri"g of regulatory processes and procedures
for the development and improvement of digital, internet and
satellite technology infrastructure.

Regulation and limitation of the operation- of ,all
sectors of traDsportation through land, sea or ail, whe[her
private or public. and provide the necessary infrastnrcture and
support, including emergency pathways, LGU bicycle shann8
scheme witb proper safety equipment and pop-up bile lanes,

A CAAP height clearance permit shall be required if the
telecommunications tower infrastructure: (i) is in excess of fi-fty

any of the foregoing restrictions, the applicant shall only be
required to submit to the LGU and the CAAP, a notarized
undertaking certifred by a geodetic engineer, attesting that the
proposed stucture wiil be built outside the CAAP critical areas.

(k-k.1

Notwithstanding Section 4(eee) of this Act, all pending
and new appLications for the construction of cell sites, cell
towers, roll out of fi.ber, instaliation of poles, grorurd terminals
and other transmission or similar telecommunications and
interoet structure and facilities shall be approved or
disapproved within a non-extendible period of seven (?) working
days from the dat€ the application was received. Al application
which is not acted upon within such period shall be deemed
approved.

for commuters, particularly bealth workers and olner
frontliners;

(11) Regulation of trafrc on a.ll roads, streets, and brid8es,
and access thereto; prohibit putting up of eDcroachm€nts or
obstacles: authorize the removal of eucroachments and Luegal
constructions ir public places; and perform all other retateo

acts;
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(mm) Authorization of altemative working arrangements
for employees and workers in the Executive Branch, and
whenever it becomes necessary, in other independent bra.roches
of government a:rd mnstitutional bodies, a-nd the private sector;

(nn) Conservation and regulation of the distribution a-nd
power, fuel, energy and water, and ensure adequate
of
use
supply of the same;

(oo) Implementation of the proper management and
segregation of waste, especially of hazardous materials coming
from health facilities, in the communities and households i-n
order to contail the COVID-l9 virus and other diseases;
(pp) Notwithstandilg a.ny law to the contrary, directing
the discontinuance of appropriated programs, actiyities or
projects @/A/Ps) of any agency of the Executive Department,
including GOCCs, in the fi.scal years (FYs) 2019 and 2020
General Appropriations Act (GAA), which cannot be uti.lized
effectively as a resu-lt of the COVID-I9 outbreak, whether
released or unreleased, the allotments for which remain
unobligated, and utilze the savi-ngs generated therefrom to
aug-ment the allocatio! for any item needed to address the
COVID-f9 pandemic consistent with the herein declared
national policy. The P/A/Ps that may be discontinued shall
iaclude discretionary foreigrr havel, representation, mass events
and those identified by government agencies prior to the
effectivity of this Act: Prouided, That such discontinued
P/A/Ps do not support the objectives of economic stimulus a-nd
recovery for having low labor intensity or low multiplier
eflects: Prouided., further, That infrastructure, having the
highest multiplier effect can only be discontinued when aII
other funds, including unobligated allotments and urreleased
appropriations, have been exhausted: Prouided, furthermore,
That the following it€ms in the budget shall be prioritized for

aupentation:

(l) Under the DOH -

operational budgets of government
hospitals, temporary treatment, isolation, quarantine and
monitoring facilities, primarily those identified for treatment

of CO\rID-19; prevention and control of other infectious
diseases: emergency preparedness and response; and Quick
Response Fund (QRF);

(2) Under the Uni.versity of the Philippines

-

the

(3) The National Disaster Risk Reduction

and

operational budget of the PGH;
Management Fund or CalamitY Fund;

(4) Programs of the DOLE, such as, but not limited to:
CO\rID-19 Adjustment Measures Program (CAMP), Tulong
Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disadva-ntaged/Displaced Workers
CrupaOl, and the DOLE Abot-Kamay Ang Pagtulone (AKAP)
for OFWs: Prouid,ed., That iu g:iving assistance under these
programs, priorif shall be given to those workers who have
not been granted assistauce under any of the programs of the
governraent for workers;

(5) Under the DTI

-

Livelihood Seeding Program and

Negosyo Serbisyo sa Barangay;

(6) Under the DA
Program;

-

Rice Farmers Financial Assistance

(7) Under the Department of Education (DepEd) School-Based Feeding Program, digital education, digital
infrastructure, support to alt€rnative learning modalities, and
printilg and delivery of self-learning modules;
(8) Under various DSWD programs such as, but not
limited to, Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situations
(AICS), distribution of food and non-food items, Iivelihood

assistance grants, and supplemental feeding program for
daycare children;

(9) Under the DPWH - Local Infrastructure Programs
(I-IPs); and
(10) Under A-Ilocations to LGUs.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, the
discontinued P/A-/P may be revived at any time after the

CO\aID-19 pandemic has ceased, and notwithstancling Section
67 of Republic Act No. 11465 or the "General Appropriations
Act of 2020", may be revived and proposed for funding within
the next two (2) fiscal years.
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entities Droviding in-house financing for goods and properties
managelDent companies and
,"..-n*Ja. assei and liabilities
public
and private' hclu4lng the
i-Estitutions,
It-U.r n"t
(GS!?, the SSS and
"irt
Systcm
Insurance
Service
Lor.---""t

The DSWD and DOLE shall be allowed, through

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), to transfer funds to the
[CUs and a-Ilo*'said l,GtIs to facihtate the distribution of the
Social Pension for Indrgent Senior Citizeas (SocPen), AICS and
Food and Non-Food Items (FNFI), CAMP, TUPAD, and the
AKAP for OFWs:

(qq) Any unutilized or unreleased balance in special
purpose funds (SPEs) shall be considered to have their purposs
abandoned during the state of national emergency as declared

by the President. AI such unspent, unutilized or unreleased
rDoney or funds sourced from SPFs shall be utilized and are
hereby appropriated for such measures to address the
CO\TD- 19 situation and accomplish the declared national policy

l

:'

i
l

,.:f

he re Lo:

(rr) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary,

to

reprogram, reallocate, and realign from savings on other items
in the FY 2020 GAA in the Executive Department, as may
be necessar5r and beneficial to fund measures that address and

to the COVID-19 pandemic, including social
amelioration for affected communities and the recovery of
areas, sectors and industries severely affected. All amounts ao
reprogrammed, reallocated or realigned sball be deemed
automatically appropriated for such measures to address the
CO\rlD-19 srtuation wrthtn the period spccified under Sectiou
18 hereof: F'rouided, That such reprogram, rcallocation and
realignment shall be limited to the sources of funding
enumerated under Section lI of this Act;
respond

(ss) Notu'ithstanding anl lau to the contrary, the
I)resident is hereby artiorized to allocate cash, funds,,
investments, rncluding unutilizej or unl"i"u""a
'"4
government
transfers. beld by any GOCC or any national"uUtiat*
agency in order to address the CO\rlD-l9 pandemic;
(tt) Moving of statutory deadlines and timelines for th€

hLng and submrssron of any document. the payment qf Hlll
tn" s.rnt, ol fJ
fees. and other chargos ."q;r"J b;l;;.
r'k''
".i
bencht, in order to ,:a't thc burden oo Lndividuals under

ruu) DrrectrnB all banks. quasi-banks tl::J.iXi
companies. Iendrng companrer. real estate developers, "-"-""1"+
companies prorrdrng lrfe insurance poLctes. pre-nced copr-

:,

t
i

,

Fund (Pag-IBIG Fund)' to
Ho-" n"u"top-ent Mutual
grace period to be gra-nted
(60)-day
i-pt"-*t . oo"-ti-" srxty
and outstanding loans
current
of
all
exrsti-ng,
L,.'r.f* oa.-"ot
or
before December 31,
on
part
thereoi
any
or
i"Uir" i"",

iozO--includtuc, but Eot limited to, salary, personal' housing,
and motor vehicle loans, amortizations, flnancial
"o--e.ci^I,
Lase payments a-nd premium payments' as well as credit.card
orr-""i", without incurring interest on interests, penalties,
. i".", or other charges aod thereby extendhg the maturity of
, tle said loars I'routdcd, That all loans may be settled on
etaggered basis without interest on interests, penalties and
othei charges until December 31, 2020 or as may be agreed
upon by the pafiies: F'roui.ded, further, That nothing shall stop
' the parties from mutually agreeing for a grace period longer
, than slxty (60) days: F'rouided, furthermore, That the banks
l and other non-bank fi-nancial institutions (NBFIs) that agree
;to further loan term extensions or restructuriDg pursuant to
this subsection shall be entitled to regulatory relief, as may
:be determined by the BSP, which may include, but is not
, limited to, (i) staggered booking of allowances for credit losses,
Qi) exemption from loan-loss provisioning, (iii) exemption ftom
the li-uits on real estate loarrs, when applicable, (iv) exemption
from related party transaction restrictions, and (v)
!lon-inclusion in the bank's or NBFI's reporting on nonperforming loans: Prouided, finalLy, That the loan term
extensions or restructunrs Dursuant to this subsection shall
be exempt from documeniary stamp taxes.

. It is understood that this provision shall not apply
hterbank loan and bank borrowings;

to

(r'v) Directirog all institutions providing electric, water,
Elecommunications, and other similar utilities to implement
E^&iaimum of thr-rty (30)-day grace period for the payment
gl utilities falli-ng due within the penod of ECQ or Modified
lnhanced Community Quarantine MECQ) without incurri-ng
penalties, and other charges: -&ouided, That after
fh.""t",
je grace period, unpaid residential; MSIvm and cooperatives
Day be settled on a staggered basis payable in
]ltlrtv
uot lessU,U'"
than tLee (3) monthly installments, subject to the
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procedural requirements of the concerned regulatory ageacies
ir the imposition of such installment plan without interests.
penalties, and other charges: Proui.dcd, further, That covered
iDstitutions uader this subsection may offer less onerous
payment terms, with the consent of their clients subject to
the approval of their respective regulators: Prouided.,
furth.ermore, lbat il the case of the electric power sector, the
minimuE thirty (30)-day-Face period and staggered palrment
without interests, penalbies and other charges shall apply to
all payments due within the period of the CQ in the entire
electric power yalus ghein to include generahon compaaies, tie
traDsmission utility, and distribution utilities;

(ww) Provision of a minimum of thirty (30)-day grace
period on residential rents and commercial rents of lesseei not
permitt€d to work, and MSMEe and cooperatives ordered to
temporarily cease operations, falling due withi-n the period of
the CQ, without incurring hterests, penalties, feee, and other
cbargee: Prouidzd, That all amounta due within the period of
CQ shall be amortized i:r equal monthly iastal.Lnents unti.l
December 37, 2020 without a.uy inter€st€, penalties and other
charges: Prourded, t'urther, That no increaee in rent shall be
imposed durirg the sarne peiod: Proui.d-ed., furthzrmore, T\,at
the minimum thirty (30)-day grace period ehall be reckoned

from the date of tbe li-fting of the ECQ or MECe;

(xx) Implementation of an expanded and enhanced 4Ps,
responsive to the needs posed by the crisis, and provision of
an assistance program, whether in cash or non-cash, whichever
is more practicable, where the Secretary of DSWD or the
Secretary of DOLE, when relevant, shall transfer cash, cash
vouchers, or goods through the LCiUs or directly to households

who have no incomes or savings to draw from, including
in the ir-formal economy and those who
are not currently recipients of the cu[ent 4Ps, of an amount
adequate to restore capacity to pwchase basic food and other
essential items a-fter the duration of the quarantine. To carnr
out rhis subsection, the Secretary of DSWD and the Secretary
of DOLE may approve the temporary emergency standards of
eligibility and level of benefrk;
households working

(yy) Lifting of the thirty percent (30%) cap on the
amount appropriated for the QRF, as provided for i.rr Republic
Act No. l0l2l or the '?hilippine Disaster Risk Reduction and
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Management Act of 2010", during the state

emergency as declared by the President;

of national

(zz) Provision of assistance to the agricu-lture industry,
including agriculture cooperatives by creating the "Plant,
Plant, Plant" Program which shall be composed of the
following: (1) Ahou Lahat, Pagka.ing Sapat (ALPAS) kontra sa
COVID-f9; (2) food markets - food logistics and other
interventions; (3) Urbaa agncdture program of the DA; and
(4) Cash-for-work program in agricr.rlture;
(aaa) Implementation of a progra.m which would: (1) fast

track the approval of all pending and new applications for
housing loans, permits and licenoes by simplifying the
requirements and procedure; and (2) accommodate and
prioritize critically impacted home buyers who may want to
shjft from private balk financiag to Pag.IBIG home financing
with simplified requirements through the Department of
Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD)
program and its key shelter agencies;
(bbb) Notwithstanding Secrion 89 of Republic Act No.
7653 or "The New Centra.l BanI Act", as amended, the BSp

is hereby authorized to make additional dtect provisional

advances with or without interest to the national goverDment
to finance expenditures authorized by law that wil-l address
and respond to the COVID-I9 situation: Prouidzd, That such
additional direct provisional advaaces shall not, in their
algregat€, exceed ten percent (107o) of the average ilcome of
the national government for FYs 20I? to 2015: Prouided,
further, T\at said additional direct provisional advances sha-ll
be availed of within two (2) years ftom the effecti.vity of this
AcL: Prouided, furthermore, That the additional direct
provisional advances shall be repaid before the end of one (1)
year followilg the date that the natioDa_l government receivea
such additional direct provisional advances pursuant to this
Act, extendible for another year as the Monetary Board nay
allow;

(ccc) Encouragrng the BSP to al.low privat€ banks and
Elancial institutions to: (1) reallocate anv ur:utilized loalable
funds to housing [oa-os; and (2) to grant subsidy to the home
loan borrowers at the rate equivalent to the gross receipt tax
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inposed on banks and frnancial institutiotrs on their int€rest
income;

(ddd) Encouraging BSP and the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) to adopt measures, including the relaxation
of regulatory and statutory reetrictioDs and requirements for

a period of not more than one (l) year from thei date of
effectivity to encourage the banking industry and other
fi-nancial institutions to extend loans and other forms of

fi-nancial accommodation to help business recover from the
of the COMD.fg crisis and to enable the
banking industry to manage appropriately its risks and
potential loeses.
economic effects

The BSP and the SEC are likewise hereby authorized to
grant reporting relief to its supervised entities by allowing
staggered 566king of allowance for credit losses for ali types
of credit acconrrodations extended to individuals and businiss
entities affected by COVID-19;
(eee) Issuaace of a directive that a-ll govem-Eent agencies
and LGUs shall act on all pending and new applications for
permit, license, certificate, clearance, authorization and
resolutions within a nou.extendable period of seven (Z) working
days, in order to support business continuity and encourage
resumption of all economic activities: Prouided, That the
applicant shall be allowed to undertake its compliance to any

additional requirement that may be imposed by thl
government agency or LGU, and such will not delay the

approval of the application: Providzd, furth.er, That this shall
not apply to regulatory processes involving administrative
investigations or enforcement activities by government
legu-lators exercising quasi-judicial functions: Proutdzd, fitnllx,
That the PhiJ.ippine Competition Commission (PCC) shtl
promote business continuity and capacity building, as such,
all mergers and acquisitions with transaction values below Fifty
billion pesos (P50,000,000,000.00) shall be exempt from
compulsory notification under Section l? of Republic Act No.
10667 or the "Pbilippine Competition Act" if entered into
within a period of two (2) years from the effectivity of this
Act, and further, shall be exempt from the PCC's power to
review mergers and acquisitions motu proprio provided in
Section 12 of Republic Act No. 1066? for a period of one (1)
year from the effectivity of this Act.

3I

(fffl Production of a masterlist in electronic

machi-ne-readable data format of

and

all displaced and critically
impacted transport workers under the- road, rail, air, ani

mariti.me sectors to effectively implement the distribution of
qage subsidies, cash-for-work progr,.am, or serrice contracting
of public utility vehicles as provided br in Sections 4 and l0 of
this Act, through the DOTr: Prouided, That the DOTr is
directed to coordinate the accelerated distribution of remaini-ug
subsidy under the SAP of Republic Act No. 11469 to
driver-benefrciaries: Proukl.ed, Suritvr, That the DOTr is also
directed to coordinate with tranaport service providers,
transport cooperatives and LGUe to neBotiate partially
subsidi"cd service coDtracting of public utility vehicles as a

form of temporary livelihood to workerj displaced

by

restrictioDs an-d reduced capacity of public nansporiation, and

other lorms ot arrangement to ensure that livelihood in the
transport sector is preserved: prouided, finally, ThaL there
shell te no phase-out, at the national and local -leveL, of any
modality of public utility vehicle as the industry transitions
to a new normal;

- (ggg) Provision of access to free, healthy meals to
undernourished children as maudatcd by Republic Act No.
110.37 or the 'Masustansyang Pagkaia para sa Batarrg piJipino
Act" regardless of modality of learning though th; DepEd;
(bh-h) Provrsion of regulatory relief to the critically
impacted creative sector by tasking the DTI aud the DILG
to rewiew the i-mpositioD of the amusement tax. The president
shall have the power to suspend, reduce or *.i"" tt"
imposition of the fees and charges as recommended bv the DTI
and DILG for a period of six (6) months;

(iii) Provision of loan assistance, subsidies, discounts or
grants to schools, universities, colleges, technical vocational
institutions,_ teachers, faculties, and Jtudents for the purchase
of distance learning tools, sucb as computers, laptops. tablets
and other ICT devices arrd equipment nec""sary to conduct and
access classes and learniog materials uuder alternative delivery
modes of teaching and learning in the new normal tfuougf,
the DepEd, the CHED and the TESDa. in nartnershio wiii
GFls: houided, That rhe loan shall have terms that ari
-o."
reasonable than those prevailing i_n the market: prouided.,
furlfur, Th.aL private schools, colleges ard universities receiving
grants will retain their personnel complement at the time oi
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receipt of aid, and will not engage

in

retrenchment of

employees for a period of nine (9) montbs fiom r€ceipt of Srant;

(jj)

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 272 of
'Ilcal Government Code of 1991",
a portion of the SEF may be used for the support of
alternative learning modalitiee, digital education, dig'ital
infrastructure, and continuity plans, such as the purchase of
equipment, mat€rials, and eupplies related thereto, printing
and delivery of selfJearning modules, provisiou of safe schools
in-frastructure, equipment and facilities sucb as handwashing
stations, soap, alcohol, sanitizers, and other disinfecting
solutions, as well as medical health supplies deemed
appropriate by public health ofEcials such as thermometers,
face masks, and face shields, eubject to existing accounting
and auditing rules;
Republic Act No. 7160 or the

(kkk) Extension of the t€rm of sta.ndby loals enter€d into

by LGUs;

(lll) Utilization of unexpended cash balances of public
funds held i.n trust by LGUs, for purposes that have been
completed or abandoned a-nd allow the transfer of these firnds
to the general fund of the LGUs concerned to be made
available for appropriation to support local government
programs and projects in response to the COVID-I9 pandenic;
(mmm) Directing the DPWH and other Eovernment
agencies to expedite the implementation of infrastructure
programs and projects to generate local employment and
stimulate the local economy: Prouided, That infrastructure
flagship projects identi-fied by the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) sha]I be fast-tracked to pump
prime the economy and help promote national economic
recovery: Prouided, further, That all permits and licenses
including local government permits, Iicenses, clearances and
registration requirement for infrastructure flagship projects
shall be deemed waived for a period of one (l) year from the
effectivity of this Act: Prouidzd, furthermore, That permit
requirements relating to environmental laws, health and
occupational safety sha.ll continue to be applicable and subject
to a processing time of seven (7) working d'aye: Provided,
finaLly, Thar al.i laws requiring the permits waived under this

provision shall be deemed amended during this one (l)-year
period of fast-track development;

(nnn) In order to addregs delays in the implementation
and immediately stimu.late economic activity and generate
employment during the state of national emergency as
declared by the President, notwithotaniling any law to the
contrary, permits, licenses, certificates, clearances, consents,
authorizations or resolutions by natimal government agencies,
except those relating to taxes, duties, border control and
environmental laws ald regulations, may be waived for private
projects that are nationally sigaificant or those with high
econoroic returns or high employment potential as may be
determined by a committee to be chaired by the Secretary of
DOF, with the Secretary of DTI aud Secretary of DENR as
members and the secretariat of the committee shall be the
DOF:. Proui.ded, That the committee ehall identify the projects
ttrat shall be granted regulatory relief aud the specific permits,
Iicenses, certifi cates, clearances, coDsents, authorizations or
resolutions that shall be waived: Prouided, further, Tbat
entities or projects granted such regulatory relief and waivers
should submit the requirements and pay the fees to the
coucerned agencies prior to comme[cement of atry activity:
Provided, furthermore, That this authority shall be valid
during the state of national emergency as declared by the
President and the economic rehabilitation period or until the
Iast day of Jtne 2022, whichever ie later: Prouided, firwlll,
That no court, except the Supreme Court, shall issue any
temporary restraining order, preliminary injunction or
preliminary mandatory injunction ageinst the committee and
the completion or operation of the project granted regulatory
relief;
(ooo) Allowi-ng national and local government agencies to

directly purchase agricultural and fishery products from

farmers and fisherfolk and agricultrut cooperatives as a form
of direct assistance even beyond the lapse of fupubltc Act No.
11469 in accordance with Repubhc Act No. 11321, or the
"Sagip Saka Act";

(ppp) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the
President is hereby authorized to realign and reprogram funds
from P/A/Ps which cannot be utilized effectivelv as a result
of the CO\rlD-19 outbrea.k. whether released or uirreleased, the
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allotments for which remain unobligated and utilize the
savi-ngs generated therefrom to fuad the following priority
proSrams:

(l) Purchase
frontliners;

of PPE for health workers and other

(2) Establishment of isolation and treatment facilities;
(3) Construction of field hospita-ls;
(4) Purchase of vaccine and./or cure for COVID-l9 once
available;

(5) Hiring and provision of benefrts for health workers
and providi-ng for their allowaucee;
(6) Testing for COVID-l9; and
(7) Subsidy for COVID-I9 positive patiente admitted to
isolation cent€re:
Prouidzd, That appropriations for in&astructure projects
shall not be subject of reprogramming and realignment;

(qqq) Mandating the DOH to issue procedures and
guidelines on the establishment of private isolation and
quarantine facilities created for the employees of private
enterprises who are i::fected with CO\IID-19 that coEply w.ith
DOH and WHO public health and safety standards: Prouided,
That the DILG ehall ensure that LGUs have supervision and
authority over iesuance of permits for the establishment of
privately-run isolation and quarantine facilities: Prouided,
further, That the LGUs, through DILG, be mandated to
fast-track the processi-ng of the issuance of permits for the
isolation and quarantiae facilities through strict conpliance
with Republic Act No. 9485 or the "Anti-R€d Tape Act of 2007',
as amended;

(rrr) Subject to the provisions of Republic Act No. 10173
or the "Data Privacy Act of 2072' and Republic Act No. 11332
or the 'Mandatory Reporting of Noti.fiable Diseases and Hea-it}
Events of Public Health Concern Act", mandating the DOH,
il consultation with the National Privacy Commission, DICT,

and DII,G, to immediately create and adopt a national online
electronic application system accessible to everyone in each
LGU to provide contact tracing capacity, schedu.led transport
capability, and information necessary to enable tle government
to do effective contact tracing of all iadividuals in each locality;
thereafter, mandating the DTI to require adoption of the

nationwide online electronic application at

all

private

establishments to monitor the moveErent of individua-ls and to
serve as a means of enabling contact tracing for suspected
COVID-19 positive;
(sss) Notwithst-ndi-ng any law to the contrary, directing
the discontinuance of unuti.lized automahc appropriations for
debt service and available appropriations for redemption of
naturing government securities a.ud use the savings generated
therefrom to augment the allocatioa for any item necessary
for the purposes identified in thie Act. All amounts so
reprogrammed, reallocated, or realigned shall be deemed
automatically appropriated for the eaid purposes: Prouided,
That for interest paJment, the savi-ugt will be generated from
the 'lused appropriations after actual payment of interest per
moatbly interest payment submitted by the BTr to the DBM:
Prouid.ed, further, "lhat for principal repayment, the savings
wiJ.l be generated from the funds freed up as a result of a
debt exchange by the BTr;

(ttt) Any unutilized or unreleased balance in

the

Municipal Development Fund created under kesidential Decree

No. 1914 iacluding investments and undtawn portions of all

loans sha.ll be considered to have thet purpose ibandoned. AII
such unspent, unutilized, unreleased, or undrawn money or

funds shall be utilized and are hereby automatically
appropriated for LGU loans and borrowi:rgs from the GFIs,
includrng the provision of loalr interest rat€ subsidy untjl 2022,

and such measures to address the @\rID-19 situation and
accomplish ttre declared national policy hereirl: houi.d.ed, That
aIl investments, loans, credits, grants, or other credit
accommodations existing at the time of effectivity of this Act
shall be assigned to the GFIs which ahall henceforth have all
the rights and obligations of the fund under the contracts:
Prouided, further, That the assigned funds shall be accessed
and uti-lized exclusively by the LGUs: Provided, furthermore,
That all approved loans and undisbursed balances for
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conmitted LGU loans and borrowi-ngs wiII continue to be
disbursed and will be administered by the GFIs: Prouided.,
finally, T\at the Ten billion peso (P10,0fi),000,000.0O) proceeds

(2) During the surge of COVID.IS cases, at least twenty
percent (20%) of all curreut authorized bed capacity of private
hospitals or the number of beds corresponding to thi need
during the peal day of critica-t care capacity based on updated
projections from a DOH-recognized epidemiologrc projection
model for COVID-19 shall be dedicated to accommodate and
service COVID-I9 patients:

(uuu) Directing the appropriate GFIs to prioritizc in their
Iending and credit Iiae operations, hospitals and health care
institutions with casbllow or }iquidity issues duri-ug the state
of national emergency as declared by the President: hooidzd,
That the GFIs shall adopt necessary mechanisms allowing
hospitals and health care institutions to borrow against arears
due ttrem from tle PhilHealth: Provided' furth,er, T\at as part
of elig:ibility requirements, the availi-ng hospitals and health
care institutions shall be duly accredited by PhilHealth;

houi.dzd, That the allocation of dedicated CO\4D-19 beds
among the ICU, isolation, and ward beds shall consider the
case distribution, profile and service capability of the health
faci\ty: Proutded, further, That the assignment of dedicated
COVID-I9 beds within the network ehall be equivalent to the

of the Municipal Development Fund Office (MDFO) investments
in govern-EeDt securities are hereby automatically appropriated
for such measures to address the COVID.l9 situation and
accomplish the declared national policy herei-n;

(r'w) Directing the PhilHealth to immediately
aad./or reimburse the funds due to

city hospitals;

release
and

tle district, proviacial,

(www) Provision of regulatory relief during the effectivity
of rhis Act for business entities by directing the SEC and other
regu-latory agencies to desist from i:nposing fi-nes and other
monetary penalties for non-fi.ling, [ate ffling, failure to comply
with compuJsory notfication and other report rial r€quirements
relatinB to business activities and transactions that promote
continuity and capacity-building in all sectors of the economy

duriag the

CQ;

(xxx) Enforcement of bed capacity allocation of
government and private hospitals dedicated for COWD- 19
response, as follows:

(1) Durirg the surge of COVID-I9 cases, at least thirty
percent (30%) of all current authorized bed capacity of
government hospitals or the number of beds corresponding to
the need during the peak day of critical care capacity based
on updated projections from a DOH-recogrized epidemiologrc
projection model for COVID-19 shall be dedicated to
accommodate and service COVID-I9 patients; and

corresponding percentages as provided hereiu Provided,
furthermore, That there is a formalized agreement among the
health facilities in the network. such that for a network
composed of both private and government hospitals, the
dedicated CO'vID-fg beds shall be equivalent to at least thjrty
percent (30%);
(yyy) Construction of temporary medical isolation and
quarantine facilities, field hospitals, and dormitories and
expansion of capacities of public hoepitals nationwide;
(zzz) Exemption of personal conputers, laptops, tablets,
or similar equipment appropriate for use in schools, donated
fo_r_ distribution to public schools regardless of level, includi-ng
SUCs and vocationa.l institutions under TESDA, from import
duties and taxes, including donor's tax;
(aaaa) Reahpment of the unused balance of the DepEd's
2020 "New School Personnel Positions" and "Basic Education

Facilities" appropriations to the Maintenance and Other
Operating Expenses (MOOE) for "Operations of Schools Elementary, Junior and Senior High School" under its
"Support to Schools and Learners Program" for the
hiring of teacher-assistants, and for the production or
reproduction of modular learning materials for K-12;
&bbb) Notwithstanding the provision of exj.sting laws to

- contrary, the net operating
the
loss of the business or

enterprise for taxable years 2020 aad 2O2l shall be carried
over as a deduction from gross income for the next five (5)
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consecutive taxable years immediately following the year of

such loss: Proutded, That this subeection shall remain in
effect even after the expiration of this Act; and
(cccc) Util-ization

of funds as provided i-n Section 10 of

this Act.
SEc. 5. Exenption from Tax of Retiremerlt Benefits. Retirement benefits received by of6cials and employees of
private fums, whether individual or corporate, from June 5,
,020 until December 31, Z02O shall be excluded from gross
income a-nd shall be exempt from taxation: houi.ded, That any
re-employment of such ofEcial or employee in the same fum,
within the succeeding twelve (I2)-month period, shall be
considered as proof of non-retirement and shall subject the
benefrts received to appropriate taxes. In addition to the
pal.ment of appropriate taxes, any person who wi.llfrrlly evades

or defeats any imposable tax under this section shall be
criminally liable and penalized u-nder Section 255 of Republic

Act No. 8424, as

amended.

SEC. 6. To.r on Sale, Barter or Erhange of Shares of
Stock Listed and. Trad.ed Through Initial Public Offertng. Section 127(8) 6f $s l{ati6nql Internal Revenue Code of 199?,
as amended, is hereby repealed.

SEc. 7. National Referral System. - There shall be
established a COVID-f9 National Refemal System jointlv
developed by the DOH a-nd the Pbilippi-ne Red Cross to provide
patients a fast and effrcient way to locate and avail of the
services of hospitals, cli-nics, isolation centers, other health
facilities, blood banks, convalescent plasma facilities, and
ambulance systems: Bouided, That this section shall remain
in effect even after the expftation of this Act.
SEC. 8. Non-Dis crimirwtion. - In addition to acts or
omissions already penaLzed by existing laws, any person found
to have committed any act or series of acts against a person
declared con-firmed, suspected, probable, exposed, or recovered

of the CO\rID-19 virus, returning OFWs, health

workers,

frontliners, other service workers, or indigent which result in
unjust disthction, exclusion, restriction, physical, psychological
harm or suffering, intimidation, harassment, damage to
property, public ridicule or humiliation, verbal abuse, arbitrary
from dwelling, or unlawful deprivation of liberty,
"lectme.rt

shall be penalized with imprisonmeDt of six (6) mouths and
a frne of One hundred thousand pesos (P100,000.00).

SEc. 9. Authoritx to Direct the Operation of Priuate

Estnblishments Durtng thz Effectiuity of this Act.

-

Consistent

with Article XII, Section 17 of the Constitution, when the
public interest so requires, the President, duri:rg the effectivity
of this Act, may direct the operation of any privately-owned
hospitals and meilicsl and health facilities including passetrger
vessels and other establishments, to house health workers,
serve as quarentine areas, quarantine centers, medical relief
and aid distributiotr locations, or other temporary m.edicaJ
facilities; and public transportation to ferry health,
emergency, and frontline personnel and other persons:
kovi.dzd, That the management and operation of tbe foregoing
enterprises shall be retained by the owners of the enterprise,
who shall render a full accounting to the President or his duly
authorized representative of the operations of the utility or
business as basis for appropriate competrsation: Prouided,
further, 'llnat reasonable compensation for any additioual
damage or costs incurred by the owner or t-he possessor of the
subject property solely on account of complying with the
directive shall be given to the per€on entitled to the possession
of such private properties or businesees after the situation has
stabilized or at the soonest time practicable: Prouided',
furthermore, That iJ the foregoing enterprises urjustifiably
refuse or sig-nify that they are no longer capable of operating
their eut€rprises for the purpose stated herein, the President
may take over their operations subject to the li-mits and
safeguards enshri-ned il the Constitution.

SEc. 10. Appropriations and Stand.by Fund. - The
amounts that will be raised under Section 4 paragraphs (pp),
(qq), (rr), (ss), (sss) and (ttt) of this Act shall be used for the
response and recovery interventions for the COVID-19
pandemic authorized il this Act and the following:

(a) Thirteen biliion five hundred million
(P 1 3,

pesos

500,000,000.00) for the following hea.lth-related r€sponses:

(1) Continuous employment of existing emergency HRH
and additional emergency HRH for hirine;
(2) Augmentation for operations of DOH Hospitals;
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(3) Special risk allowa-nce for all public and private health
workers directly catering to or in contact with COVID-l9
patients for every month thqt they are sering during the state
of national emergency ae declared by the President;

identfied by the DOLE, in coordinatjon with tle BIR, a-od SSS;
freelancers, the self-c,,"ploled a-nd repariated oFWs i-ncluding

(4) Actuai hazard duty pay for all health workers serving

(e) Thirty-niae billion four hundred seventy-two million
fiv-e hundred thousand pesos (P39,472,500,000.00) for the
inJusion of capital to GFIs to be allocated as follows:

in the front line duri-ng the state of national

emergency as

declared by the President;

OFWe whose deployment were suspended due
goveroment-imposed deploy.ment ban;

(5) Free life insurance, accommodation, hansportation and

to

a

(1) Five billion pesos (Pb,000,000,000.00) for the credit
of the PhilGuarantee;

meals for all public and private health workers; and

gua-raDt€e program

(6) Conpensation to public and private health workers
who may coutract Eild or eevere/critical COVID-f9 fuJection
wbile in the line of duty, and those who may die while frghting
the COYID-l9 pandemic;

(2) Eighteen billion four hundred seventy-two million five
hundred tho.'sand pesos (P 18,4?2,500,000.00) to support
wholesale banking and equity infi.raion of the LBp foi-low
interest loans to be extended to per8ons and entities engaged
in industries affected by the COMD-l9 pandemic;

(b) Tbrce billion pesos (P3,000,000,000.0O) for procr.uement
of face masks, PPE, shoe covers and face shields to be provided

to all local health workers, barangay ofEciale, and other

that need protection to pr€vent the spread of
COVID-19: Prouided, That preference shall be given to
products manufactured, produced, or made in the Phihppines;
i-ndigeut persons

(c) Four billion five hundred million

pesos

(P4,500,000,000.O0)

to fi.nance the construction of temporary
medical isolation and quarantine facilities, freld hospitals,
dormitories for ft,ontlirers, a.nd for the expansion of government
hospital capacity all over the countr5r;
(d) Thirteen billion pesos (P13,000,000,000.00) for the
implementatioD of the following:
(1) Cash-for-work programs for displaced workers as may

be necessary in the management of or response to the
COVID-l9 pandemic, such as, but not limited to, TUPAD,
CAMP and DOLE-AI{AP for OFW; and
(2) Unemployment or involu:rtary separation assistance
for displaced workers or employees, such as those in privat€
health iDstitutions, culture and arts, creative industry
includilg, but not limited to, fiLm and audiovisua] workers,
construction, public transportation, and trade and industries,
cooperatives, and other sectors of the economy as may be

. . (3). Six billion pesos (P6,000,000,000.00) to support
wholesale bankiag and equity infusion of the DBp foi-low
interest loans to be ertended to persons and eDtities engaged
i.n industries affected by the COVID-l9 pandemic; and- - (4) Ten biJ.lion pesos er0,000,000,000.00) as additional
fu-ndrng f9r the CARES Program of the SBCorp and for its
other-lending_ programs, as well as int€rest subsidy, to be
o!gd--to MSMEs, cooperatives, hoapir^ ls, tourism industry,
"*f
and OFWs affected by the CO\rlD-f9 pa-ndemic and by other

socioecouomic reversals;

. 1f) TWeuty-four billion pesos (P24,000,000,000.00) to provide
direct cash or loan ilt€rest rate subsidies, under the progr.-.
of the Department of Agriculture.Agricu.ltural Credit Foiicv
Council @A-ACPC) ard other forms of assistance to quatifigi
lBri_fishery enterprises, farmers and ffcherfolk registered under
the Registry System for Basic Sectors in Ag-nculiue GSBSA),
and agriculture cmperatives, to finance the plant, plant, plant
Program to ensure food security and continuous productivity
in the agricultural sector including accessibility through farm
to market roads;
_ (g) Nine billion five hundred million

(P_9500,000,000.00) to finance the followirg

DOTr:

pesos

p.ogrr-" of th"
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(1) Two billion six hundred four million

pesos

(P2,604,000,000.00) to assist the criticallv impacted businesses

in the traDsportation industry;
(2) Five billiou five hundred eighty -,'llion

p.esos

(P5,5d0;000,000.00) to provide temporary livelihood to d:splaced

*orkut. io the iadustry through service contracti-ng, regartless
of quarantine levels, of public utility vehicles, as provided in
this Act, as follows:
(i) Three billion pesos (P3,000,000,000.0O) for public utilitv
jeepney drivers; and

pesos
vehicles;
public
utilitv
of
other
for
drivers
(P2,580;000,000.00)

(ii) Two billion five hundred eighty million

(3) One billion three hundred sixteen million

pesos

(PI,316,000,000.00) to develop accessible sidewalks.and
orotected bicvcle lanes, procurement of bicycles and related
'saf"ty
eqoipm"nt for bicycle distribution, shari'ug and lending
programi, and procurement of bicycle racks;

(h) One hundred million pesos (P 100,000,000'00) to
finance.the training and subsidies for tourist guides;
(i) Three billion pesos (P3,000,000,000.00) to assist SUCs
in the development of smart campuses tb-rough investments
in ICT infrastructure, acquisition of learni-ng management
systems and other apPropriate equipment to fully implement
flexible learning modalities;

(j) Six hundred million

pesos (P600,000'000-00) for

subsidies and allowances to qualified students of public and

private elementary, secondary, and tertiary education
institutions;

(k) Three huntued million pesos (P300,000,000'00) for

subsidies and allowances of displaced teaching and non-teaching

personnel, including

part-tinl faculty, in private and

Scholarship Program (TWSP) and Special Training for
Employmeni Program (STEP) for the retooling, retrrining, and
,osirilii-r,g of displaced workers including returning OFWs, as
welJ as prouision of tool kits under the STEP:

public

(m) Six bi,llion pesos @6,000,000,000.00) to finalece DSWD

o.o".*" such as, but not limrt€d to. AICS, emergency subsidy
fo. areas which will be placed on gtanuJar lockdown.
L

"-ut".
Livelihood Proeram (SLP) for informal sectors not
Sustai:rable
being catered by DOLE, distribution of 6od and non-food items,
[velihood assistance grants, and suppleuental feeding program
for daycare cbiTd:ren: Prouidcd, further, Ttrat firnds of the AICS
Droeram can also be utilized to addrtss COVID-19 response
Li.".ou"ry and to procure food packe subject to the existing
circulars of DSWD:

(n) Four billion pesos (P4,000,0fl),000.00) to assist the
DepEd in the implementation of Digital Education, Information
(IT) and Digital Infrastructures and Alternative
Technolog'y
-lt4odalities,
including printing aud delivery of
Learning
selfJearning modules of the DePEd;

(o) One billion five hundred million

pesos

as assistance to LGUs under the Local
Government Support Fund (LGSF);
(P

1,500,000,000.00)

(p) Oue hundred eighty million Pesos (P 180,000,000.00)
to finance the allowances for National Athletes and Coaches
whose allowances were reduced due to the pandemic;
(q) Eight hundred twenty million pesos (P820,00O'00O.00)
for the augmentation of the DePartment of Foreign AffairsOffice of the Migrant Workers Affairs 2020 Assistance-to-

Nationals Fund for repatriation-related erpenses, shipment of
remains and cremai-ns of overseas Filipiros (OFs) who passed
away due to CO\IID-19, medical assietance of OFs, and other
assiitance that may be provided for OFs who are affected by
the pandemic;

elementary, secondiiy, and tertiary education institutions
including part-time faculty in SUCs;

(r) Four billion pesos (P4,000,000,000.00) for the tourism
industry, to be distributed as followg:

0) One billion pesos @1,000,000,000.00) as a-dditional
scholarship funds of TESDA under its Training for Work

(1) One b lion pesos G1,000,000,000 00) for the Tourism
Road Infrastructure Programs of DPWH; and
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(2) Three billion pesos (P3,000,000,000.00) for the

i-oeplementation of cash-for-work prograns under DOLE and

for the unemployment and ilvolultary separation assiatance
for displaced workers or employees;

(s) Four billion five hundred million

pesos

(P4,500,000,000.00) for conetruction and maintenance of
isolation facilities including billing of hotels, food and
transportation to be used for the COMD-l9 response and
recovery program by the Of6ce of Civil Defense as the head

of the National Task Force against COVID-19'
(t) Five billion pesos @5,000,000,00O.00), subject to Section
4(b) hereof, to frnance the hiri-ng of at least 50,000 contact
tracers to be implemented by the DILG which shall i-nclude,
but uot limited to, recruitment, training, compensation,
monitoring, logistics, and operational expeDses;

(u) Two million five hundred thorrsand pesos
(P2,500,000.00) for Professional Regulation Commiseion's
computer-based licensure examilation;
(v) Two billion pesos (P2,000,000,000.00) to subsidize the
payment of int€rest on new and exieting loans secured by the
LGUs from LBP and DBP at One billion pesos
G1,000,000,000) each;

(w) Ten million pesos @10,000,000.00) for the HTAC
research fund to provide for the commissioning of more
COVID-19 research and enhance its internal capacity of
evidence generation; and

(x) Fifteen million pesos

15,000,000.00) for the
establishment of a computational research laboratory in the
University of the Philippines-Diliman Institut€ of Mathematics
to process big data analysis for COVID-19 and other pandemic
(P

research.

In addition, a standby fund in the amount

of

TVenty-five billion frve hundred twenty-seven nillion and frve
hundred thousand pesos (P25,527,500,000.00) is hereby
authorized and sha]I be made available once additional funds
are generated from savings and unused amounts to fund the
following:

(1) Ten billion pesos (P10,000,000,000.00) for COMD-19
testing aad procurement of COVID-I9 medication and vaccine;

(2) Nine bi-Ilion twenty-seven Eillion and five hundred
thousand pesos (P9,027,500,000.00) to support wholesale
banking a-nd equity infusion of the LBP for low ilterest loans
to be extended to persons and entities engaged in industries
affected by the CO\IID-19 pandernic;

(3) Six billion five hundred million

pesos

(P6,500,000,000.00) to support wholesale bauking and equity
i-nfusion of the DBP for low irrtereet loans to be extended to

persons and entities engaged i-n iadustries affected by the
COVID-f 9 pandemic; and
(4)

All other programs and activities authorized

i.n this

Act:

Prouidzd, That the DBM shall submit reports on the

releases made pursuant to this sectim as part of the monthly

report as mandated in Section 14 of this Act.
SEc. 11. So&rces of Fund.ing.

-

The enumerated subsidy

and stimulus measures, as well ag all other measures to
address the CO\rID-fg pandemic ehall be funded from the
following:

(a) 2O2O GAA: Prouid.ed., That funds for the herein
authorized programs and projects shall be sourced primarily
from the unprogrammed funds and savings real.ized from
modified, realigned, or reprogrammed a-llocations for operational
expense of any Bovernment agency or instrumentalit5z under
the Executive Department, including, but not limited to,
travelling expenses, supplies atrd materials expenses,
professional services, general services, advertising expenses,
printi-ng and publication expenses, aod other maintenance and
operating expenses in the 2020 GAA;
(b) Saviags pooled pursuant to Republic Act No. 11469
and Section 4 paragraphs (pp), (qq), (rr), (ss), (sss) and (ttt)
of this Act;
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tar

(c) Excess revenue collections in any one of the identfied
or Don-tar nevenue aources from its corresponding revenue

provided in the FY 2020 Budget or
Sorri"". of Financi-ng (BESF);

;ilJ;tor;';;c",,
-uod ;;
n*p""ait.o..

(d) New revenue collectioDs or t'hose arising froT

l9w t3x
i-n the
included
part
nor
of
wh:ch are not
,.
BESF;
"";i;;;;";s
2020
FY
the
i-n
orisirerL.o"t.u" included
(e) All amounts derived from the cash' funds' and
invesimen* held by any GOCC or any national government
agency;

(f) Amounts derived from the five percent (5%l fan:l]T
t r oo'tjr" groes bets or turnovers or the agreed Predetermrned
revenues from gaming oPerations'
-i"i-".".o"thly
is highei, earued by offshore gaming licensees'
*n
"U"r"t
gamiDg
operators, gami::g agents' sen'lce provrders
i.nc'luding
and gamiag euPPort Providers;

(g) Income tax, VAT, aud other applicable taxes

on

by offshore gaming
*co-'J'fro- non-gamilg operations earned
and support
providers
U""o"""", op"rati.", agents, service
providers.

The tax shall be computed on the peso eqrlivalent of the
for"lgn-"urr"ncy used, based on t'he prevailing offioal exchanae
rate at the time of payment' otherwise the saDe shau De
considered as a fraudulent act constituting underdeclaratton
t"*tfU receipts or i-ocome, a-nd shall be subject to interests'
"i
under Sections 24s(B), 219.(8)'-??3' and 255
fi;;Jp*&"s
Jti" tlu'tloott Internal Revenue Code of the Philippines'
A-fter two (2) years or upon a det€rmination that tbe
tlreat of CO!'ID-lg has been successfully contanned or abat€d'
;r;;t frst, the revenues derived from franchise
;;h;;
paragrap,h,(f) and
;;;;; "; gross bets or turnovers under paragraph
(g) shall
under
operations
;;" fr; non-gaming
shall accrue to the General Fund
be
;;;;;
";fect"d-a"d
closure orders
; th" G;;"rn"nt. The BIR shall implementageDts'
servlce
operators'
gaming
licensees,
aeainst offshore
pioviders and support prorrders who fail to pay tbe taxes due'
and. such entrties shall cease to operate-

SEc. lZ. Procurement of COVID'|9 Drugs an'd Vaccitu'
any law to the @Dtrary, the reqnirement
Notwithstanding
of Phase IV trials for COVID-f9 medication and vaccine
waived
;orild il the Universal Health Care [,aw is herebyvaccine:
and
medication
procurement
of
said
the
to erp"dlte
niiie"a, That [hese are recomnended and approved by the
WHO rrd/o. other internationally recognized health agencies:
iioutd'ed, further, ThaL the mininum standards for tbe
di"tri["4i"; of the Baid medication and vaccine shall be
J"t"i.it"a by the FDA and HTAC, as may be a-pplicable:
iiiA"a, furihtrrnore, That nothing in this Act shall prohibit
.,rivate entities from conducting research, developing'
L auufacturi-n g, importln g, distributin g or selling CO\rID- 19
*."ir" "o*"id from registered pharmaceutical companies'
to the provisions of this Act and existi-ng laws, rule-s
subiect
-r"gulutioo",
Prouided, finnltX, That this ,sectio-n
,o--d
-sha^ll
iemaia-i-n effect three (3) months after December 19' 2020'

Within one (1) week from
the effectivity of thi" Act, the DOH shall present a report to
and
6;;s; deiailing an improved CO!'ID-lg surveillance
to
improvements
include
plao,
shail
wh'ich
c-o-ntiJ
^data
CO\4D.
."--t""ii and communication, inatilling--of properspread
ot
related conduct in the public, and controlling the
transmission'
disease
with
high
ih" r,ir* particularly in areas
SEc. 13. Bepor, to Congress.

-

among others.

SEc. 14. Reportorinl Requtrement and Creatinn ol an.
Ou".iiait Ci^^itt"". - The Piesiilent, every 6rst Mondav of
in" -Joth shall submit a montbly report to Congress and to
the CommGion on Audit (COA) of all acts performed pursuant
to this Act during the immediately preceding month including
u ,"po.t on the" targets and iciual accomplishrn-e nts of
goveinment programs, strategies, plans, a-nd efforts relative to
inu COvio- rs- pandemic as well as relevant and more
granulated healti'related data, and such other information
ihi"L Coogt""" and COA may require- The terms and
conditions of any loan entered into by the government to
fr.;;; th" p.ogrr-" and projects to implement this law. shall
likewise be'inJluded in the Report. The Report shall also
contain detai.led BESF tables for CO\ID-f9, siEilar to the
U-ESF LUf". submitted to Congress by the Development Budget
Coordi-nation Committee.
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For this purpose, the Congress shall establ.ish a Joint
Cr.rngressional Oversight Committee composed of four (4)
members of each House to be appointed by the Senate
President and the House Speaker', respectively. This Committee

shall determine whether such acts, orders, rules and
regulations are within the restrictions provided herein.

SEC. 15. Construction or Interpretation. - Nothing
herein shall be construed as an impairment, restriction or
modification of the provisions of the Constitution. In case the
exercise of the powers herein granted conflick with other
statutes, orders, rules or regulations, the provisions of this Act
shall prevail.

Ttris Act which is a consol-idahon of Senate BilI No. lb64
and House Bill No. 6953 was passed by the Senate of the
Philippines and the House of Representatives on August 20,
2O2O and August 24, 2020, respectively.
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JOSE LUIS

- If any provision

G

w-4,el.1
MONTALES

MYRA MARIE D. VILLARICA
Secretary of the Senate

Secretary General
Ho

SEC. 16. Separability Clau,se.

!,.

us

e of Re p re s e n ta t ive s

of this

Act or the application of such provision to any person or
circumstance is declared invalid, the remainder of this Act or

the application of such provision to any other person or

Approved: $EP

t

tmm

circumstance shall not be affected bv such declaration.

SEC. 17. RepeaLinE Clause- - Republic Act No. 11469 is
repealed upon the adjournment of the First Regular Session
of the Eighteenth Congress, in accordance with Article \rl,

Section 23(2) of the Constitution.

All laws, acts,

decrees,

executive orders, issuances, and rules and regulations or parts

thereof which are contrary to and inconsistent with this Act
are hereby repealed, amended or modified accordingly.

SEc. 18. Effectiuity. - Except as otherwise specfically
provided herein, this Act shall be in fi.rll force and effect until
the next adjournment of the Eighteenth Congress on December
19, 2020. This Act shall take effect immediately upon its
publication in a newspaper of general circulation or in the
Official Gazette: Prouided, That Section 4(cc) of this Act shall
be deemed to be in effect since Republic Act No. 1L169 expired.
Approved,
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Speaker of the House
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President A{ the Senatc
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President of the Philippines
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